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REPLY to C A. &c. 


81 R, 


HOUGH e entitled, Remarks on Mr. 
'T Hanway's candid account of the Foundling-Hoſpital, 
is dated the 16th of January, it did not reach my hands 
till the ↄth of this month. If I am indebted to you for it, 
I beg you will accept my thanks. As I am intirely 
unacquainted with your name, character, or place of abode, 
I take this public method to reply, upon a bar pj which | 
is very intereſting to us all. $ 
2 I obſerve that you have contracted a very ſtrong pre- 
judice againſt the inſtitution of the Hoſpital, as if it could 
not be ſupported in any ſhape without being pernicious to 
the community; and you deſire to propagate your opi- 
nion: in this I differ with you moſt eſſentially, We 
agree as to the probable effects of the preſent plan, 


as to its inefficacy to fromote induſtry, to encourage 


marriage, or to guard the morals of the people. And 
- whilſt town and country children, thoſe in danger, and . 
> thoſe 


Th. 


thoſe not in 1 danger, were taken indifcriminately, it could 
not upon the whole breſerve lives. In conſideration of this 
| harmony in ſentiments, you are liberal in Jour commen- 
dations, and you beſtow on me an epithet as @ writer, 
which I am conſcious I have no pretenſions to: but when 
I ſpeak of the ho/þ:ital, as an inſtitution which, under 
proper regulations, may be rendered very beneficial to the 
public, you conclude that my judgment is warp'd, and 
that I am obliged to had my fellow-ſubjefts with whole 
&« volumes of reproach and obloguy, in order to furniſh out a 
ce plauſible argument, in favor of the foundling hoſpital.” 
Thus you exalt me as a far, and immediately, though 


you do not ſeem to intend it, you extinguiſh my light in a 


kennel. I hope, upon your ſecond thoughts, you will 
rather conclude that I am in ſearch of truth, and that my 
deſire is to point out the danger, which the infant poor of 
. the pariſh werkhouſes within the bills of mortality will be 
in, if ſuch relief, as the hoſpital can afford, is not pro- 
vided for them. You ſuppoſe you underſtand what be- 
longs to the public good : may not I, who am a member of : 
a corporation, originally calculated for a general benefit, 
ſee where the defect lies, and have the public good as much 
at heart, as if I were not a member of it? And may it 
not be ſuppoſed that 1 have ſtudied the practical part of 
my ſubject, as well as the theory ? But can any. man 
that reads your paper, unleſs he has read my candid ac- 
count alſo, forbear concluding that 1 have really written, 
at leaſt, a couple of volumes againſt the conduct of parochial 
officers ; whereas I ſay, page 84, that it would take up 
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& many volumes to give an ample detail of ths ſufferings of 
&« the infant poor, for many years paſt, occaſioned, as it 
ig generally ſuppoſed, by the miſcondutr of farechial 
&« officers.” Who the officers were, in times paſt, that 
0 took ſo little care of childen, I. know as little as of the 
black eunuchs, who are charged with the care of the 
Grand Sigmor's women. IT he officers who did their duty 
to the children, certainly cannot be meant ; and thoſe 
| who did it not, cannot complain. I mean only to look 
forward, and prevent ſuch evils for the future; and I do 
all the officers the utmoſt juſtice I can, by the words 
= that follow immediately after the obſervation, which; as you 
| F have rendered the matter doubtful, you ſhould have quoted 
3 | | exactly! in my words, viz. We muſt, however, do juſtice 
to thoſe in Mice when the hoſpital was. opened”. (viz. in 
1756) © by obſerving that they flocked in with their chil- 
= dren, whence it is plain they wiſhed to preſerve them, if 
it could be done conveniently.” : | 
The tenor of my complaint is, that either * ava - 
rice, or for want of ſtill, or time, or conveniences, or hu- 
manity, or all theſe cauſes blended together, the death of 
many hundred infants annually, who might, in the natu- 
ral courſe of things have lived, was connived at: and it 
is as plain, that I conceive this evil may be remedied in the 
hoſpital much more probably than in the fariſh warkhouſes, 
or by pariſh nurſes. 

You, have ſeen that I am an ofon enemy to the ſepara- 
tion of parents and children, where it can be prevented; 
but lam not the leſs a [Fiend to the preſerving the lives of 

B 2 infants 
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infants which are in danger, nor would 1 glb ſuch 


means as are the moſt apparently effectual to the end pro- 
poſed. And if I am convinced that the ordinary methode 
uſed by pariſh officers are pregnant with immediate de- 


ftrudtion to the lives of infants, would you accuſe me of 
doing a bad thing, or a. fooliſb one, for recommending what 


I know, by experience, can be done by the hoſpital ? 


Very few perſons were ſatisfied with the general plan of 


the hoſ pital ; and there are many unanſwerable reaſons why 
it ſhould be altered ; but if it is left to take its fortune, 


and be carried no farther than the private benevolence of 


charitable perſons will ſupport it, T am perſwaded it will 


fall very ſhort of the good it is capable of. 


My reaſons for this opinion are theſe. It is well f 


known, that one tenth of the whole people of England are 
congregated within the bills of mortality; and there is too 


much cauſe to belleve, that a very large ſhare of the ini- 
quity of the whole land is included in this ſpace. The 


mortal diſeaſe which the hof. pital was intended to remedy, 
was of ſo fatal and extenſi ive a nature, that private donati- 
ons, even in the meridian glory of this inſtitu tion, were by 
no means adequate to the cure; ſo that what was done 
previous to the adoption of the hoſpital by the public, 
amounted to nothing in tlie national view. Theſe great 
cities ought to be conſidered in a very different light from 
all other parts of the kingdom, being, with reſpect to the 


reſt, what the head is to the limbs: and the calamities 


which befall them by the greater mortality of inhabitants, 
muſt neceſſarily affect the hole, in a much greater . 


than if the /ame degree of mortality prevailed-only in ſoine 
of the minuter and leſs animated parts : but as it prevails 
10 where, in near the ſame proportion, the expence of reme- 
dying the evil ought not to be conſidered as a local charity, 
but as a general relief to the nation. For if our grandeur and 
| opulence, as a nation, are wounded in a vital part, by-the 
mortality of the poorer inhabitants of the metropolis, it 
muſt neceſſarily create ſo much the greater drain from the 
country, whence the general ſupply ariſes ; and conſequently | 
i this ought to be prevented as much as poſlible. And if 
the productions of the earth ſtand firſt in rank, we muſt 
have a view to the keeping a ſufficient number 'of hands 
to be employed in agriculture, | or the whole will languiſh 
and decay. 

The queſtion which ariſes u pon the ſubject, is, by 
| what means is this to be done, for as to the end we are all 
agreed! ? We may amuſe ourſelves with the notion of ad- 
vantages to ariſe from private beneficence, and the governors 
of the foundling hoſpital may, if they pleaſe, relieve ſome bs. 
objects by means of it; but I ſee no probability of its ex- a 
tending far enough to reach the diſeaſe we complain of: 
we muſt therefore give it Public aid; by pariſh aſſeſſments, 
by the public money, or jointly by both. If this is not 
done, the good which can be reaſonably expected hereafter, 
to ſo vaſt an object as the wretched part of the production 
of 700,000 inhabitants, will be ſo inconſiderable, that, 
with regard to the future reception of infants, we may 
as well convert the hoſpital into a charnel-hoyſe for 
infants bones: and 1 do moſt ſericuſly believe, that a 
very 
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very large and a very curious collection may be made, in 
much leſs time than has been E in ping» up the 


curiofifies at Montague-/ 
In this light the 3 appears to me; but it is very 


. to determine what turn it will take. There are ſome 
people who differ. much, both with you and me, in regard 


io the object in general. If the hoſpital can be rendered in- 
ſtrumental to the ſaving the lives of infants, born of women 
in ſecret diſtreſs, there are doubtleſs ſome, who deſerve great 
dommiſeration, if they can be diſtinguiſhed, without ſhew- 
ing indulgence to thoſe who have no title to favor. And as 
we mult leave people to their freedom in point of conſcience; 


we muſt do the ſame in regard to their private charity. 
You muſt be ſenſible, that whatever dark imaginations 
ſome perſons may entertain of child-killing, and mangling the 


| bodies of ſlaughtered infants, &c. the EviL we complain of, 
has principally conſiſted in this; that, fora great number of 
years, God knows how long the children of the nume- 


rous poor, within the bills of mortality, were ſuffered to die, 


in the hands of pariſh nurſes, and in the workhouſes ; in- 
ſomuch that the poor mother who did not © wear in her breaſt 
a flint inſtead of a heart,” when it became a queſtion if ſhe 
ſhould ſend her child to the workhouſe, uſed to anſwer, 
* do you think I will ſend my child to a /aughter-houſe ?” 


And ſome pariſh nurſes, as I have told you, were denomi- 


nated killing-nur/es, in the common ſenſe of the words, 


for no child ever came out of their hands alive. 


I remember an anecdote which a friend of mine told me 


{ome years ſince. Meeting a boy, whom he knew to belong 


r 
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do a pariſh workhouſe, with a violin his hand; he aſked 
him what it contained. The boy anſwered, Sir, I have 
© got ſome Lord have mercy upon me.” This excited my 
friend's curioſity, and upon enquiry he found it to be ve- 
nice treacle, which the nurſes uſed to give, as a fleeping po- 
tion, to children, and when they found them lull'd to ever · 
laſting reſt, they uſed to call to heaven for mercy, as well 


indeed they might, for ſuch kind of murder, in that empha- 
tical exclamation, Lord have mercy upon me ! The frequency 


of the occaſion for the repetition of theſe words, had aftu- 
ally given this cant name to the treacle in queſtion. 


Such ſtories are not ſufficient to found public reſolu- 


' tions upon, but they are ſufficient to induce thoſe who are 


charged with the public welfare, to make exact enquiries 


nor is there any reaſon, why the Preſent pariſh officers ſhould 


diſguiſe the truth. It appears, that, notwithſtanding this 


mortality, many 'mothers did part with their children, and 
a vaſt number of infants, deſerted by various accidents, were 
committed to theſe /laughter-houſes ; and, what is ſtrange to 
tell, of a country profeſſing chriſtianity, and of a nation re- 
puted ingenious, polite, and humane, theſe poor infants ſeem 
to have had no advocate, in thoſe days, to plead their | 
. cauſe, upon the principles of humanity. Nor is it leſs won- 


derful for a commercial people, that. policy did not ſtand up 


in their defence, notwithſtanding ſuch practices became 
an abomination, and funk in our own noſtrils. I hope 
we ſhall never fall back into ſuch a ſtate of barbarity of 
manners, as this practice may well induce after-times to 
| impute to us; and that the inhabitants of theſe great cities, 
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'' whoſe charity and politeneſs are the mirror of ages, will 
| 1 not ſully their renown by acts of cruelty to infants, at the | 
j | | very momen that they are ſo illuſtrious for help 1 to 
:} adults in every kind of diſtreſs. : 

| | Happy were it if the doors of the foundling hoſpital 

| 1 had been opened only to ſuch poor infants as 1 have 

. i deſcribed ; for in ſpite of innumerable difficulties, we 

] i find that the governors have ſaved the lives of 29 in 

i j 100, even to the age of 10 years. Thus upon ſeven years 

fp work, compared with /ome pariſhes, ariſes a ſaving of 203, 


4 1 againſt the odd 3; for actually, by ſome authentic accounts, 
AVpon 700 infants, only 3 were preſerved. I do not pre- 
'  tendto ſay this was general, I believe it was not general 
in quite ſo great a degree; but the places whence the ac- 
counts were not. ſbocking, I apprehend are fo nn few 
as not to merit much attention. 
By a computation of lives preſerved i in the hoſpital, 
upon a medium of two years, ſuppoſing the number of 
| diſtreſſed objects in the bills of mortality to be 2600 an- 
| nually, * in #wenty years operations, the increaſe will be 
14300 perſons of ten years old, and theſe will gain, by 
che time they are 35 years of age, above tuo millions 
| |} ſterling . Such is the importance of lives, and ſuch the 
* 6 value of A in this commercial country. 5 
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„ee my hiſtorical + account, page 81. And though 2600 
may appear as a large number, it is but 33 ber 1000, on 
200,000 ſouls. | 


+ It appears to be about two millions and a half, but I will . 


alle w a defalcation for — HE 2 
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It is true, that the liberty granted to pariſhes of aſſeſſing 
themſelves, ſuppoſes that no human creature is ſuffered to 
periſk for want of the necefaries of life: but the neceſſa- 
_ ries of life to an infant are pure air and mother s- mill, 
neither of which being obtained in a workhouſe, or of 


pariſh nurſes, what muſt be the conſequence ? The paſſage 
| out of life is very broad, and the path is well trodden. 
Let us confine our compariſons to pariſhes within the bills 
of mortality, and examine how the caſe ſtands, Beſides 
the cuſtom of leaving children to die, as if it were totally 
unavoidable, we ſhall find that the ebital pay, in the 
hoſpital, where nurſes are bopited, is twice as much in 
value as that of the pariſhes, where they are not boarded; 
and yet proper London { a ) nurſes are very ſcarce. If good 
nurſes are chiefly employed in rearing the children of 
the rich, what can be expected for the Poor pariſh infant? 
Nothing can ſave a few of them, but the accident of find- 
ing, amongſt the leaſt worthy. of the human ſpecies, ſome 
choice ſpirits, whoſe knowledge and humanity will lead 
them to do that for conſcience ſake, which they have not 
been uſed to do for money. If it is true, that as the nurſe 
was not uſually diſcarded on account of a number of chil- 
dren dying in her hands, it may be n A it was 


not offenſzve that they ſhould die. 
It is an arduous affair, let us view it in b what light we 


pleaſe; for if the mother abandons the child, and no 

other nurſe in near the ſame ſituation is ready to Juckle it, 
(a) By London, I mean places 6 the bills of mortality. 
LES + 1 there 
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| there muſt needs be great danger of breaking the zender 


frings of life. If the parochial officers will. ſend their 
children to breathe the pure. air of the country, and 
take the ſame care of the quality of nurſes, and provide as 


good inſpeftors,, to pay and ſuperviſe them, as practiſed by 


the governors of the hoſpital, there can be no reaſon why 
as many of their children ſhould not live; and every go- 
vernor of the hoſpital would be glad to ſee this. But. 
how ſuch a number as an hundred and forty ſeven pariſhes, 
on one ſpot, are to bring this about, conſiſtently with the 
ſituation of the major partcof their parochial officers, is a 
difficulty which I cannot ſolve. It is therefore, that I pre- 
ſume we muſt ſoberly ſubmit to a very heavy loſs of lives, 
or make uſe of ſome other means; and my thoughts 
furniſh me with no ideas of any practicable ſcheme, 
ſo proper 4s the ſupport of an inſtitution of humanity, 
which is already eſtabliſhed under the ſanction of a royal | 
charter; ; and which being confined to its Proper objects, 
will, to 3%, appearance, be dre of the 6 in- 
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It is not ſufficient. to. bien, Dis two W have al- 
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ready 25 made, for it confeſſed. that one was too con- 
zrafted, the other, upon too, extenſive; a plan; the only 
proper olj as were f ſo blended with others, that whilſt we 


{ }f 


were hut ng 205 with one band, we were obliged to 


throw down with the other. Extremes, are dangerous : : 


14 +5 5781 


we went at once into the extreme, by receiving all 
children, knowing that many were diſtreſſed, and pre- 


ſuming that few or no improper objects would be brought. 


1 331 


We ſtill know, or have reaſon to believe, that many will 
be in diſtreſs; and yet you would have us go into the 
other extreme, and make no kind of proviſion at all. 
Thus an indiſcriminate excluſion, by a ſudden ſtroke, may 
do as much miſchief, as the indiſcriminate admiſſion has done. 
From having worked in the dark, and under the um- 
brage of ſecrecy, let us now emerge into hight, -and be- 
ſtow our beneficence above-bokrd, to thoſe only that are 
in diſtreſs. Let us ſhew' our kindneſs to thoſe who are 
in danger of death, and apply the remedy Where the 
diſeaſe is, and not where it is not, We cannot demon- 
ſtrate by any mathematical rules, how the experiment will 
anſwer all the good ends in view; but ſurely i it is more eli- 
gible to try experiments, by the inſtrumentality of thoſe 
whom we know to be equal to a taſk, than by thoſe who 
have no experience at all, and in che general view, have 
been either unable or unwilling to execute the buſineſs 1 re- 
quired of them. 20 A 
Were we to drop the hoſpital: entirely, Land eatruſt the 
care of infants to thoſe who are as little acquainted how 


101 2! * 


to manage them, as they are infocent of former mi mas 
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bem 029 
nagement; I fear it will colt the nation mary hundred 
N 38 


lives, at a time when lives are very valuable, it it does not 
* ﬀ 25 V8 v0 
leave a ſtain upon bur humanity, which poſtert ty. will 


1141487 av BR Rains 
hardly be able to wipe off. de 
With reſpect to the preſent ſtate of things, regarding 


the hoſpital and pariſhes; I believe it will be found, that 


ix WHZTZL 


for near four years paſt, very few farechial officers have 


intermeddled with the infant poor within the bills of 
C.2 | mortality; 


J 
mortality; theſe having been generally ſentby the parents, or 


acquaintance directly to the foundling - hoſpital; and 
only the few born in the pariſh workhouſe, during this 


period, or accidently fallen into the hands of the parochial 


officers, have been ſent thĩther at the pariſh expence. 
| Now: Sir; if there is any candor or j ment in my candid 
 biftorical accbunt; I do from the deptlis of my heart conceive 


chat I am full as cant andjudicious, in recommending the 
hoſpital as à relief to tlie infant poor, who not being at 
their mothers breaſt; are ſuppoſed to be the objects of the 


” 3 „ 


pariſh workhouſe, or pariſh nurſe, within the bills of mor- 


tality, as I am in my '{everal objections to the preſent ex- 
tended ſecret plan of the hoſpital, with all its imperfec- 


tions. It is morally impoſſible to preſerve infants in the | 


hoſpital, fo well as at the mother's breaſt, or ſo well as ar 
the breaſt of another woman, in the ſeveral plates in the 


country, where they were born; therefore, I preſume, 
that many ſuch country children, ſent to the hoſpital, 


have been loſt to the community; but with the ſame 


confidence, I think the infant poor born within the bills of 


mortality, have been pre/erved by means of the hoſpital. 
Different periods, and different ſeaſons, ereate a great al- 
teration; but upon as true a medium as can diſcover, with 


regard to ſuch, children as would otherwiſe have been 


committed to the care of workhouſes, or pariſh nurſes, I 
conceive the ſaving to be between 30 and 40 in 100. The 


hoſpital preſeryes 44 per cent. upon the ſame kind of eſti- 


mate, as the general bills of mortality are made out, ( 56 in 
100 dying there under two years of age) and perhaps it will 
| be 


_ * 
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be found that 30 in 44 are a ſaving to the community, 
fo far as relates to the infant poor: for allowing ſome of 
the leſſer parithes, . before the year 1756, to have done 
their duty; I do not think, upon the aggregate ſum; of 
their ſaving, it will exceed 4 in 100; but if upon the 
whole it ſhould. come ont to be 6 or 8, {till the hoſpital, 
with regard to theſe objeft, appears in ſplendor, and ſaves 
30 to 40, which would. be otherwiſe loſt; and this is an 
object ſufficient in itſelf to demand public n ol 
lic care, and if it is neceſſary, public expence., ... 

You ſay well, that I hays no certain data. to wor by: 1 
have not indeed any general authentic account; but 1 
have more reaſon to believe what is generally reported of 


the pariſhes, than I can ü n, to you. "0: 


IE DYES » 


| I inhabitant. 85 theſe great pen ant for. he 
guilt of a moſt. agent Joes, th; obloguey oh v1 ig is not 
| nearly the caſe. zt -oenbiido yitduos: douk yard 
Notwithſtanding ſuch, a beef is 8 it is more 
than poſſible we may be miſtaken in ſeveral particulars : for 
though mankind are ſo inordinately fond of fame, the 
often acts the part of a bemmon pr heitute. 1 make no 
doubt, but ſuch an enquiry will be made as can b prb- 
ceeded upon, a8 a data, as fure as the nature "of the ting 
will admit. And 1 hope, Sit, that you and our Flow 
citizens, whatever their *opttitons' ny -be, "wilt ebnet 
themſelves in this reffexiow; that a 5 the foun nig boſpi⸗ 
tal, from 1741 to 17 56, did much 70 "Titth, and from 
1756 to 1 did a great deal tos much, thoſe whoſe 
5 parental 
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| . care we have the utmoſt reaſon to confide „ 


will proceed with ſuch caution, that, allowing for the 


nature of the caſe, they. will, not do t little nor too 
much. Ferbepe the hole, 8. truth, 
any authority, but ſuffici 
proceed npon; and Lam perſwaded, that the value of 
lives, compared with the, value of money, will be ma- 
turely conſidered; and the DUTY of pARIsRHESs, as the 
 Foors, laws neu. tand, will be properly examined into; 


] be unveil'd by 
at diſcoveries. may be made to 


ll 


* 


and though theſe laws are ſo ill adapted to the end in view, 


ill they can be refed, 1 truſt che whole of this impor- 


tant buſineſs will be — of 2 as 
well as , n likes al 71 129707 
1 alſo hope, that you will pede Staley as not to 


ſuppoſe. that I have any paſſion for the foundling hoſpital, 


or any other hoſpital, further than as I beliede it may be 
rendered - beneficial. to the public. If my judgment or 
information ſhould have led me aſtray, in in recommendin g 


it for one object, whilſt Lobject againſt it with regard to 


another, yet I ſhall, not be thelefs.candid; "Print likewiſe 


beg leave to remind you, that; for the very reafon that 
the character of no man is without a mixture of weakneſs 
and ally, and that few men rb capable 'of adopting an 


opinion, without a degree of paſſionate attachment to it, 
you ſhould be careful not to cnHefH with one breath, 
where your opinion claſbes, thoſe whom you extol with 
another, where your opinion coincides; Tel you mould leave 
yourſelf quite unguarded, and open to the imputation 

= | of 


t7 1] | 
of that kind of prejudice, which renders a man. J writing _ 


of no value. 
Lou area patriot, and 110 ede bent on no other 
deſign than to promote the public good: "pray « do not ob- 
ſtruct it by confaring up ary evils in | on to the 
real ones. As to your apprehenſtons of juREFos 1 in the 


foundling hoſpital; upon my word, Sir, I” believe you are 


extremely miſenformed. The government of the hof pital 
partakes moſt of the nature of a' commonwealth; as all ſuch 
| ſocieties ſhould; nor can this be deemed any ſoleciſm, in 


the great view oi government. If, agreeably to the genius of 


the nation, ſuch inſtitutions ſhould have a mixture of 


monarchical power, it is eaſily controlled; for if men want 


ſpirit, they ſeldom ſerve at all; and if they do not want it, 
ſo long as they ſetve valuntaryg and unawed by any fear, 
they will be fret. Indeed, Sir, the hoſpital 'has preſerved 
the freedom of its conſtitution ; and no community can be 
more chaſte, in their adminiftration, whether with reſpect 
to the uſe of their qharter granted by the king, or with 
regard to their ſuburdination to parliament, as intruſted 
with Public maney, or to the public in general for private 
bengfactions.—If all the governors are not of the fame opi- 
nion in every point,” the difference .is. about the means of 
preſerving children, for they have but one cvinmon end in 


view, and are all perfectiꝶ aealous in the cauſe of the foor | 


infant. ; ſ £2 "of . 58 ' I F 2 


With reſpect to his pariſh officers, thou gh I have ſup- 


poſed, for it is but ſuppoſe ftion, what ſome of them will! 


urge in their own favor, not to be charged with the whole 
ex hence 


— — — oe oo — _ 
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I wiſh to ſee the expence rendered ths that avarice may 


at 1; 
not occaſion our being depriv l of lives, t the value of which 
can be only judged of © the fatal conſe, quences of that 
| deprivation. As to there being funttot eg theſe offi · 
cers, to carry a point; as'you mention! 1 Have not ſeen nor 
heard of any, nor do I adde mere 8 ay eh thing: 
on the contrary, they ſeem to be berh quiet. oh the ſubject; 
ſo that you ſeem to accufe them of a gab ht, of which 
they are innocent; and wfllſt yu ne en hem a 


very important charge, you mn 


4 


t a 1 ; 


expence of taking care of all the e ten . | 
deſerted . which may fall as a charge on their 


reſpectiye he, „ 18 1. 40 not pretend to ſay, what 
IF 95 8 24 


. 01 unt & 
propopop gh «> he'ex 0 as JP. t to pay; nor deter- 


7. 12 . li 1 SY), 


mine. whether, they Wiebe i — 


block to flumble over, Which is a 2 — it were 


real, why they eee e _ | 


fore would be Tu ha: 1 vas o unh of -opini- 

on, chat the e 7 "the peu bud take 

| up 225 ae ih to digeſt; hd” perhaps as long a 
make © 2 pro oy 10 infaties, wually 


— beſlary 
brought to rl 5 en tht bil "of: mortalit ys, 


I have pointed out ſeveral teaſons, why I think it is hardly 


in the nature of things, that the parochial officers, in gene- 
3 - ral, 


Ather for one 
N any limited time. 


We 
. 


* 


ral, can perform the taſk ſo well as the governors of the 
: foundling hoſpital : if, notwithſtanding my reaſons, and 


many more that might be urged, you are' fatisficd that 


the perſons now in the parochial offices, both e. can and 


will execute it, as well or better than the goveth 


| apprehend, you will more for them, than they wil 


or can honeſtly fay for themſelves, or than che n 
of our fellow ſubjects will believe, if they do 0 it. 
| 27 1 214 9 | 


I argue from experience, in my o own perſon; ; and from 
| the ſtrongeſt conviction with regard to the paſt conduct 


a of others. —If the | Hintere: and avarice, which you 


vindicate as neceſſary evils, have formerly” been Tome 
of the. chief cauſes of the pariſhes neglecting ' the” 725 


theſe principles muſt be pernicious, not bengficial, as 


intimate; and they ought to be checked, not e 


nanced. 1 humbly conceive, that the evil apprehended 


may be 22 without introducing another and | greater 
evil; for it does: not follow, chat if the hoſpital pre- 
ſerves the poor infants,. who were uſually; conſidered as 
the proper objects of, the care o pariſhes, therefore, 


the parochial Meer. will receive och, 1 as are nor 


the proper objects of. ſuch care: this will be guarded 
_ by Tint Wy. . which will ariſe From 


„ 


if difficulties thoulg, ci er in relation to 
the e 1 ue to an infant, and the 


carel and iniquity - of the parent of ſuch infant, 


| though ve ee take all advantages * which the laws 


— | | Will 


proficiency in 


others. 


£ 
| 
a 
1 
| 
Li 
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will allow, or make a new law to puniſh wicked parents, 
we cannot withhold the ſuccor on which the life of the i in- 


fant depends. 
As to the Magdalen- 1 uſes. op. — better have left 


it quite out of the queſtion, It is generally computed, 


that there al are 3000 20. common Proflitutes ; in theſe cities; 


if 5 in 100 of them are inclined to, repent, of their ſins, 
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the overnors 
8 57 — VII ISL 


and it may be hoped they 3 are inffrumental in ſaving 


22 UP 


their ſouls alſo from perdition : "and the foundling hoſpital 


SK 


can make no material difference, whether | it xi 710 or not. 


e 


This is what c occurs to my thoughts at preſent, which 


Mea 


1 think Araber t to > communicate. 1 hope t the tegi Matort will 


do that which is for the beſt and I had rather find myſelf 
mi Malen, and confeſs the 25 bite of m my own judgment, 
chan ſee any "thing done, agreeably to 17 which ſhall 


any * 4 59 vhs — 


afterwards appear to be ul done, —It has been remarked by 


AN Ret * 23 1 Md 


ſome a ab ble pbiloſop hers, that when unforeſeen evils hap- 


_ % P 1 KR ute 


pen, ait in the aaf of the huingn heart, who mean 


well, are LE condemn * 2 : wen ha are worldly- 
1 | "who. ; have made A 


2 others ; ; but 


„ 
8 * — 2 
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of this pious "oficurion. | fave. their bodies, 
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jar: year; in 18 years S it bs e F whertas ins 8 
of 


ES. 
p. S. It has been a queſtion, if all the infants for» 
merly received by the pariſh officers have been accepted 


on the pariſh account, as Paußers, it being ſuppoſed, that 
there have been ſome _— for children's talintenance | 


of a private nature. i "hg" © mY 40 360 3 
. rr e to the Pariſh, for we mul fuppoſe 


ak ti 


others out of the queſtion, | 48 a chil % Chich he is unable 
to maintain, and canns unt Hud ſecu ty for the maintenance, 
the officer may "fomethnes commute for 3 a fur of money: 
ſuppoſe ten bound; this is carried to the credit of the pa- 


riſh, as the' charge of maiftenance is carried to the debit. 


If it were not fo, it muſt be fuppoſed, that 10 | child upon 


a medium, willexcee@the: age of 1 5 months, for at te o ſhillings 
and ſi Hence a week, including herd, the ten pounds would | 
be expended in this time, and who would bear the charge 


| afterwards 1 Many thouſand infants have never reached 


this period; but as the pariſh officer cannot intend abſolutely 


; | that they ſhall dis in in 15 "months, it can ; Hardly be imagined 
| oy he Would Tün de l or keeping it himſelf.” og 


2 + 5 


4 chit, all "ntingen 40 ſind in 


"os 


receive dt v0 Het Vehlen; onſe 2 rere 
enly 1 in 12, allowing 11 to tive only 6 months, he would 


be 4l. out of pocket. ww. {1 
| There may have been gaſes, L fear, . 
r accepted in a private manner by the pariſb nurſer, 

ho beingretiathped" With the cure of pariſh children, have 


| Eren — another manner. The pariſh child being 


dead, 
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dead, 10 been ſecretly buried, and the other child, taken 


with money, put in the place: if it Ives, it becomes a 


a pariſh child by the ſame. name, and che pariſh fo pports 
it; if it dies, the nurſe gains ſo much. as ſhe has received. 


You may perceive; that in this kind.of.nggotiation, it is 


required to oonceal the death from'the;pariſh officer, who 


though he is not ſuppoſed to diſtinguiſh one child from, 


another, he cannot be tricked eyery, dal, in this manner. 


But if ſhe cannot ,elude;/the- vigilance of the officer, ſhe 


may take the child iy the {umþ, for the ten pounds, or a /mal- 


ler fum, at her own. riſk, ar many: have been. In thele caſes 


the child/appears to be ſenteneed to death from the moment 


ĩt is received, and the ſooner it dies, themore ſhe gains; live 


it muſt not, for there is nothing to ſupport it. Theſe 
kind of bargains appear to be a confederacy te murder, and 
ought ta be deemed caßjtal gfences., > party giving 


'the money, and the Party Lech ing. it, ee gem liable t to a 


proſecution; or if the law is defective, mould not ſome 
proviſion be made to prevent a practice of ſo infamous 2 
nature? It may de hoped that the relief propoſed by the 
hoſpital, with regard to the infant poor of pariſhes, may 


| enable the pariſh officer, in ſome meaſure, to prevent ſuch 
abuſes, as there may be fo much leſs no occaſion for any 


pariſh nurſes. 


You have ſeen that I am very clearly of opinion, that 


the nation groan'd under a grievous calamity for a long 
time before the opening of the FoUNDLING HosPITAL. 
Tue abu w__ within the bills of mortally, AND NOT IN THE 


COUNTRY, 


on - 
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l COUNTRY, were great, very great indeed! therefore it | 
1 behoves us to be extremely watchful not to fall into the 
N like diſtreſs again, he 1 85 an "ou * naw cui 
Pie queſtim. dl 
Tho it may buprodoſive of ſome i inconveniences toaklige 
all pariſhes, withinvhs bills of mortality,without diſtinction, 
to ſend their infant poor to the hoſpital; all ſuch as do not 
ſend them may be obliged to give an exact annual account 
to the public, of the date of reception, age, and date of the 
daieath of each child they receive. Thus it wil be known 
1 what their mortality'is, compared with that of the foundling 
3 hoſpital : and thus both hiſpitat and pariſhes) may be 2 


5 check on each! other; and the pariſhes which ran pre- 
ſerve their children; and chuſe to keep them; maybe left 
to purſue the beſt methods Cahdthoſe'which cannot or de 

1 not chuſe it, may be at their Überty, a: in 


— bothcalshaves fair pi) a8 poſſible; * cr bas van 
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